the ecumenical 


RLD COUNCIL OF CHURCHES 
OBSERVE TENTH ANNIVERSARY 


1958 the World Council of Churches will 
k its tenth birthday. On August 23, 1948, 
ch bells rang out around the world for the 
ation of a council of 150 Protestant, Angli- 
and Orthodox churches. 
uring its first decade the Council has grown 
150 to 170 churches. It has provided homes 
nearly 100,000 refugees in the past five 
s (see story page 3). About 7,000 young 
le have participated in ecumenical work 
ps around the world. Millions of dollars have 
given for interchurch aid. 

the period 1948 to 1958, receiving 
ches like Germany have become giving 
ches, helping to initiate interchurch aid 
ects in Asia, Africa, and Latin America. 
rches in Asia have assumed leadership for 
vangelization of their area of the world. 
long with the development of ecumenical 
eness on a world scale, there have been 
ificant regional developments. On different 
of the earth important milestones in the 
t for Christian unity have taken place. On 
anks of Lake Toba at Prapat, Indonesia, in 
ch, 1957, Asian churches came together to 
the East Asia Christian Conference. 
nother event of long-range significance took 
e on the midwestern college campus of 
tlin in September of 1957 when Canadian 
USS. churches met for a theological study 
erence on “The Nature of the Unity We 
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The Protestant Pavilion and the Atomium 


(see story on page 5.) 


In Africa in January, 1958, the All-Africa 


Conference brought churches in Africa together 
for the first time on a continental interconfes- 
sional basis. 


(Continued on page 2) 
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IMC-WCC MERGER 


The International Missionary Council, holding 
its quadrennial assembly in the new nation of 
Ghana, Africa, voted to endorse in principle the 
proposed integration with the World Council 
of Churches. 

The two organizations have worked “in asso- 
ciation” for a decade and have jointly partici- 
pated in such activities as missionary studies, an 
East Asia Secretariat, and the Commission of 
the Churches on International Affairs. 

The IMC Assembly heard plans for the 
establishment of a four million dollar fund to 
strengthen theological education in Protestant 
seminaries in Asia, Africa, and Latin America. 

The emergence of the independent indigenous 
church leaders was evident at Ghana. The 200 
church leaders present from fifty-three nations 
examined the Christian world mission and dis- 
cussed strategy and theology. 

“If any came to Ghana expecting to see a 
‘sudden rending of the veil of clay, they were 
probably disappointed,” says IMC secretary Dr. 


Jesse Wilson. “Instead all the delegates were 


World Christian leaders at the Epiphany Service 
at the IMC Assembly in Ghana. 


weighed down with evidences of a tough wor 
situation wherein dynamic and diabolical fora 
are at work and wherein there are no easy aid 
swers to questions either new or old.” 

To Dr. Wilson “the special message of Ghag 
is a reminder that we already know better thi 
we do and that if we were only more obediey 
to the heavenly vision already given we migy 
have a new access of both direction and pow 
from the living Spirit of our God.” 


Tenth Anniversary 


(Continued from page 1) 


Many conferences have taken place dufi 
the last ten years. A reader wrote the Comr 
recently to ask: “Why do you carry so mu 
about meetings?” The current issue of the W 
Youth Department News Sheet has somethi 
to say on this subject: 


“Real life is meeting.” This now familiar phr} 
from Martin Buber’s great little book I and TE 
has in ecumenical circles been turned jokingly ir 
“real life is meetings!” The reader of the Ne 
Sheet can attest that many, if not most, of 
articles presented are accounts of meetings whl 
have taken place, and which more or less con 
some idea of what happened. The reader, who 
not participated in the event, is required to mel 
a strenuous effort of the imagination to discod 
what really happened, and why it is important t 
he should know about it... . 

And yet, the ecumenical movement, of whi 
we are a part, is precisely a means through whl 
Christians meet in meetings and find real life. 11) 
meetings vary greatly . . . but their significady 
lies in the fact that they are meetings “in the naib 
of Christ.” And wherever people meet in 
name of Christ they are bound to be confron 
with the issues of real life—and find real I 
Now, this is possible because he who stad 
between us in our meeting with each other 
Christ. But the paradox is that when he tml 
stands between us, drawing us out from our t 
riers of confession and culture, into a real 
counter with each other, we all become aware t 
he, the Christ, stands over against us, confronol 
us with the demands and the offer of God, whl} 
is real life. By meeting one another in the nal 
of Christ, we meet God from whom and in wh } 
is real life. 
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NEW HOMES FOR 100,000 REFUGEES 


The World Council of Churches has resettled 
Marly 100,000 refugees in forty countries since 
52, according to reports of the Division of 
Mter-Church Aid and Service to Refugees. 

@ Dr. Edgar H. S. Chandler, director of the 
WCC Service to Refugees, reports that a total 
¥ 97,496 refugees were resettled by the Council 
fom 1952 through 1957. In 1957, 24,416 
Bfugees were resettled through the efforts of 
Be Council. 

H The closing of the WCC refugee office in 
Gugoslavia, marking the end of resettlement 
erations for 19,000 Hungarians who fled 
Bere at the end of 1956, was hailed by Dr. 
Whandler. The problem of Hungarian refugees 
® Yugoslavia was called “one problem that has 
fen completely solved.” 

®@ But the report stressed that there were still 
Many unsolved refugee problems including 
000 Hungarian refugees left in camps in 
Dustria. 

§ Approximately 8,000 White Russians from 


There does the road end for the homeless refugee? 


the 
Rey. William H. Clark, rector, has provided homes 
for refugees from Germany, Hungary, Palestine, 
Yugoslavia, and Greece. Seven refugees and two 
members of the Social Responsibility Commission 
of the church are shown here. 


Trinity Episcopal Church, Concord, Mass., 


China have been resettled through the World 
Council office in Hong Kong, most of them 
going to South America or Australia. At the 
present time a total caseload of 12,634 remains. 

The Administrative Committee of the Divi- 
sion of Inter-Church Aid: 


AGREED to continue a program of long- 
term service directed by the WCC’s Youth De- 
partment and begun last year. Between May and 
September, 1957, forty-five young persons from 
nine countries and fourteen churches worked 
among refugees in Austria. The program, which 
will be repeated this year in Austria, will be 
begun in other areas in Europe as “requested by 
the Administrative Committee” and will be in 
addition to the usual short-term ecumenical 
work camps held each summer. 


LEARNED that the churches had given 
$24,666 in four emergency situations since Sep- 
tember, 1957. A total of $16,995 went to aid 
flood victims in West Pakistan and in addition 
cottonseed oil, medicines and blankets valued 
at $23,600 was sent by Church World Service. 
Victims of Christmas floods in Ceylon have re- 
ceived gifts totalling $5,921; $750 was sent to 
Valencia, Spain, in October for flood victims 
and $1,000 has gone to Malaya to be used to 
aid Dutch expellees from Indonesia on their 
way to the Netherlands. 


NEW PUBLICATIONS 


The Common Evangelistic Task of the Churches 
im East Asia. This is the record of the history- 
making meeting held in Prapat, Indonesia, 
March 17-26, 1957. The 177-page book includes 
narrative and interpretation, surveys, addresses, 
and the conference in action. Price: $1. 


The Ecumenical Movement, Retrospect and 
Prospect by Dr. Samuel McCrea Cavert, a 15- 
page leaflet containing the speech made by the 
retiring U.S. Executive of the WCC is available 
for $.10. 


Two new titles in the World Evangelism Today 
series have been published by the WCC in con- 
junction with Lutterworth Press. Evangelism in 
Germany by H. H. Ulrich and Evangelism in 
North America by George Sweazey. The 32-page 
booklets sell for $.50 a copy. 


All available from the World Council 
Churches, 156 Fifth Ave., N.Y. 10, N.Y. 


The Listening Isles, records of the Caribbean 
consultation held in Puerto Rico in May, 1957, 
by the International Missionary Council with 
the cooperation of the World Council of Chris- 
tian Education. 92 pp. $.55 prepaid. Available 
from: International Missionary Council, 156 
Fifth Ave., N.Y. 10, N.Y. 


of 


PENTECOST 1958 


“Mission in Unity” is the theme for 
Pentecost or Whitsunday which falls 
on May 25 in 1958. This year’s three- - 
color poster features the ecumenical 
symbol in a mosaic design by John 
Taylor, WCC secretary for vis 
services. 

Bulletin covers will repeat the poster 
design in two colors. The Pentecost t 
packet with posters, sample bulletin 
cover, WCC presidents’ message, and | 
ministers’ helps are available from the 
New York office for $.50. More con- 
gregations used World Council of § 
Churches’ Pentecost material in 1957 
than in any previous year. Increasingly 
the day is being used to emphasize our 
“mission in unity.” 


THE ECUMENICAL COURIER is a bi-monttl 
bulletin published by the United States Confer 
of the World Council of Churches, 156 Fir 
Avenue, New York 10, N. Y. Betty Thompse« 
Secretary for Public Relations, editor. The Cour 
unites 170 Anglican, Orthodox and Proteste 
communions in 50 countries. Neither t 
COURIER nor the World Council of Churches 
responsible for opinions quoted in its colums 
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BOOKS 


In Christ by K. E. Skydsgaard (Muhlenberg Press, Philadelphia, 220 pp. $4.) A discussion of 
relations of Roman Catholicism and Protestantism in terms of recent encounters by a Lutheran 
logian with deep knowledge of movements of renewal within the Roman Church. 


Christian Tradition and the Unity We Seek by Albert C. Outler (Oxford University Press, 165 
$3.25.) A penetrating analysis of the ecumenical movement combining profound knowledge of 
Christian tradition and an appreciation of the urgent ecumenical task of today. 


Nature of the Unity We Seek edited by Paul Minear (Bethany Press, St. Louis, 304 pp. $4.) 
first of the post-Oberlin materials to come off the press, this is the official report of the North 
erican Faith and Order Conference, including proceedings and all speeches. 


lin Reports (Bethany Press, St. Louis, 115 pp. $1.) This paper-bound book contains only the 
age and division and section reports from Oberlin. 


amentalism and the Church by Gabriel Hebert (The Westminster Press, Philadelphia, 156 
$3.) A discussion in which the author, an Anglican priest serving in Australia, attempts to 
ow “the right way of controversy.” 


Id Service by Kenneth Scott Latourette (Association Press, New York, 489 pp. $5.) History 
he foreign work and world service of the U.S. and Canadian YMCA by veteran ecumenical his- 
an Latourette. 


ology Between Yesterday and Tomorrow by Joseph L. Hromadka (The Westminster Press, 
ladelphia, 105 pp. $2.75.) These lectures indicate something of the depth, the agony and the 
iguity of Dr. Hromadka’s thinking as he wrestles with the task of theology and of the Church 
revolutionary secular state. 

Preacher's Task and the Stone of Stumbling by D. T. Niles (Harper and Brothers, New York, 
) pp. $2.) The WCC’s evangelism secretary examines the challenge of non-Christian religions 
ie answers letters from a Hindu, a Muslim, and a Buddhist. The 1957 Lyman Beecher lectures. 
e and Justice, Shorter Writings of Reinhold Niebuhr, edited by D. B. Robertson (The West- 
ster Press, Philadelphia, 310 pp. $6.) Niebuhr on a wide range of subjects from socialized 
dicine to Billy Graham. 

2 Kingdom Beyond Caste by Liston Pope (Friendship Press, New York, 172 pp.; $3, cloth; 
25, paper.) Yale Divinity School dean and the WCC’s Executive Committee member, Liston 
e, discusses race relations, the churches, and the Church. 

Story of the American Negro by Ina Corinne Brown (Friendship Press, New York, 212 pp.; 
5, cloth; $1.25, paper.) The 300-year history of the Negro in America. 

dom of the Will edited by Paul Ramsey (Yale University Press, New Haven, 494 pp. $6.50.) 
‘s is Volume I in a Yale series on the works of Jonathan Edwards. 

Testament of Faith by G. Bromley Oxnam (Little, Brown, and Company, Boston, 176 pp. 
) Former WCC president, Methodist Bishop Oxnan in a convincing personal testimony. 

2 Methodist Way of Life by Bishop Gerald Kennedy (Prentice Hall, Inc., Englewood, N.J., 216 
$3.50.) Second in a series dealing with denominations, designed for the layman. The man who 
s the Church should be “like a mighty army” will feel right at home in Methodism, Bishop 
nedy asserts. 

ictorial History of Protestantism (Philosophical Library, New York, 368 pp. $10.) A large col- 
ion of “etchings, drawings, lithographs, paintings, maps, and photographs” depicting the 550- 
r history of Protestantism. Valuable material marred by unimaginative layout. 
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WCC-Moscow Patriarchate 
Conversations "On Again" 


Three World Council of Churches representa- 
tives, accompanied by interpreters and con- 
sultants, are to meet with representatives of the 
Moscow Patriarchate of the Russian Orthodox 
Church early in August. Announcement of the 
visit was made by the Executive Committee of 
the World Council of Churches in London, 
February 11-14. 

The Russian Orthodox Church declined mem- 
bership in the World Council of Churches when 
it was formed in 1948 but said then that the 
decision was “for the present.” 

Arrangements for the present meeting have 
been in progress for some time. The date 
originally set for the talks was January, 1957. 
That meeting was called off at the request of 
the Patriarchate. 

World Council officials have expressed the 
hope that the meeting will result in a “greater 
understanding of each other's positions” and 
that “the erroneous conception of the ecumenical 
movement held by the Russian Orthodox Church 
in 1948” has changed. 

“In the spirit of the ecumenical movement, 
we have looked forward for two years to this 
new opportunity to discover ways in which fel- 
lowship in Christ may be assured by those who 
profess Him, albeit in the midst of drastically 
differing historical situations,” said Dr. Franklin 
Clark Fry, chairman of the Executive and Cen- 
tral Committees, of the WCC. 

In other actions at the five-day meeting, the 
Executive Committee: 

HEARD its general secretary characterize 
relations with the churches in Eastern Germany 
as “the most difficult problem of the last few 
months.” He spoke of recent refusals of the East 
German government to grant visas to church- 
men to attend conferences in other countries. 


RECOMMENDED to its Central Committee 
that the Third Assembly of the World Council 
of Churches scheduled for Ceylon at Christmas 
time, 1960, be delayed for one year in order 
that churches and national Christian councils 
have more time to consider details of the World 
Council of Churches—International Missionary 
Council merger. 
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Dr. Samuel McCrea Cavert and Dr. Roswe 
Barnes at the annual meeting of the Frien 
the World Council. Dr. Barnes succeeded 
Cavert as head of the New York office 6 
Council on Jan. 1, 1958. In January and Feb 
he has been in Africa for the IMC Assembly 
in Europe and Britain for WCC meetings. 


Brussels Protestant Pavilion 
Receives Ecumenical Support 


Belgian Protestant Churches are raising 
million Belgian francs—about $20,000—fox 
Protestant Pavilion at the Brussels World's 

“This is an amazing response from threeq 
churches with less than 15,000 members,” ’ 
Dr. Howard Schomer, European interchutce 
secretary of the World Council of Chun 
Geneva. 

Two U.S. church groups have made gran 
the project. The National Lutheran Council 
$5,000. Earlier the National Council of 
Protestant Episcopal Churches started the 
campaign with a gift of $5,000. 

“There is a growing interest on the pa 
churches and individual church members, , 
Mrs. T. O. Wedel, Washington, D.C., co- 
man of the US. Section of the Internat 
Christian Committee. 

“But we have not yet raised half o 
$100,000 goal here in the United States,”’ 
Wedel warns. 


